The institutional chaplain: constructing a role definition.
Reports on a questionnaire survey of members of the Omaha Nebraska Area Institutional Chaplains' Association and the Nebraska State Chaplain's Association. Develops a typology of the role of the hospital chaplain based on findings which indicate that chaplains see themselves as (1) counselors, (2) professionals, and (3) religious functionaries. Notes that these perceptions are often at dissensus with relevant publics, and interprets the role of definitions in terms of secularization and social structure principles. Discusses and suggests ways of addressing role differences in view of current changes in health care developments.